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Parenthetical citations for quotes of four lines or fewer include the author's last name and page 
number. Do not place a comma between the author’s last name and page number. The period is 
placed after the citation.  
 

Example 
"Good writing, on the other hand, teaches the learning writer about style, graceful narration, 

plot development, the creation of believable characters, and truth-telling" (King 341). 

 
Another citation option is to refer to the author's last name in-text as you introduce the quote
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Parenthetical citations are also necessary when you paraphrase information from a source. To 
paraphrase is to convey the ideas of a writer or researcher in your own words. (NOTE: If you use 
three or more consecutive words from a source, you must use quotation marks because you are 
no longer paraphrasing.) 
 

Example 
As King explains, strong writing provides an interesting plot, sophisticated style, well-drawn  

characters, and examples of excellent narration (341). 




