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Personal Narrative Essays  

 
This handout will help you begin your personal narrative essay assignment with key points and 
questions to prompt story development.  

What is a personal narrative essay? 
A personal narrative essay is a story you choose to share with readers, for it communicates your 
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• What did this conflict communicate to you about yourself, family, and/or society; how 
might you communicate this learning to your audience? 
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Consider the following questions as you develop the setting of your narrative.  
 

• What is the event you want to share? 
• Where did this event take place? 
• When did this event occur?  
• How do the details of time and place develop the context your readers need to understand 

the meaning of the story? 
• What initial expectations or mentality do these details help viewers to establish that will 

be changed, developed, or affirmed as your story progresses?  
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Consider the following questions as you develop the plot of your narrative.   
 

• What important events led to this event? 
• What action happened immediately before the event? 
• What action happened after the event? 
• What changed as a result of the event? 
• How has this event impacted you directly or indirectly?  
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Consider the following questions as you develop the characters in your narrative.  
 

• Who was involved in this event?  
• What is the relationship between you and these other individuals?  
• Why are these individuals significant to your narrative? 
• How might their views present a source of conflict in the narrative?  
• Who is static in the story, and who is dynamic? That is, who does not change, and who 

does change? 
• Because humans are not one-dimensional, how might you offer multiple perspectives as a 

basis for why characters chose the action they did? 
• Did this story involve a dialogue of points of view among or between characters?  

 
!%&?*>0)F/"%*(&#2)(-.)!.#(6*%)3.*#&#2)
Consider the following questions as you develop the climax of your narrative.  
 

• At what point in your story did your understanding of your conflict change? 
• What meaning is revealed in the moment of truth—or the moment of revelation or 

recognition? 
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the same thing and it seemed to me they ought to know. So I sat there calmly in the hot, 
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Westley’s lying gives Hughes his solution. Westley also affirms Hughes’ reality: they 
both have not had an encounter with Jesus.  

8. How does Hughes seek to resolve his internal conflict? Hughes decides to lie too. 
Because these two young boys have to lie, readers understand the weight that is placed 
on this decision. Readers understand the pressure these young boys are under. Even 
further, readers may begin to question the church’s understanding of salvation. 

9. What does Hughes’ crying reveal? Hughes’ crying reveals that his internal conflict is 
not over. He feels guilty for lying, deceiving his church, and ultimately not witnessing 
Jesus.  

10. What is Hughes’ conclusion, and how does it relate to his topic? Hughes provides his 
new stance. He does not believe there is a Jesus. Hughes was given an expectation of 
what it means to be saved, so when he did not experience this, he began to doubt himself 
and eventually his belief in God. Based  my n 


