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What Are the Functional Purposes of each Type of Sentence? 
Because each type of sentence can serve various functions, the writer should use the type of 

sentence that best communicates the purpose of his or her idea.  

 

 Choose the sentence type that will most clearly and accurately convey the logic of your idea. 

 Consider the amount of information your readers need, and consider the links the readers 
need to process the information. 

 Vary sentence structures to pace your readers through your argument. 

Functions of Simple Sentences 

Use simple sentences when presenting a limited amount of information. Although simple 

sentences may be shorter, they are not any less academic than other sentence types.  

 

To declare a direct 

statement  
 First, I will give background information about my project. 

 





Sentence Types and Functions, Spring 2014.   5 of 6 
 

5. Homeless teens face intense obstacles, but when it comes to schooling, they do have the 

chance to receive an education if they enroll in a special program. 

 

Sentence type: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Function: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Activity 2 
Directions: Practice composing your own sentences given the information provided. Consider 

what sentence type will be best to express the information. 

 

1. You are telling the reader about three important 




