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Sentence Variety and Rhythm 
 
As writers, we have the ability to lead readers through our writing by controlling our text. One of 
the primary methods of directing the reader is through rhythm, which is created by sentence 
variety. 

Rhythm 
Rhythm is how writing sounds and how sentences and ideas are connected. Monotonous writing 
is the absence of rhythm, as shown in the example below.  
 

“This sentence has five words. Here are five more words. Five-word sentences are fine. But 
several together become monotonous. Listen to what is happening. The writing is getting 
boring. The sound of it drones. It’s like a stuck record. The ear demands some variety” 
(Provost).  

 
Rhythm is what engages the reader and encourages them to keep reading. Rhythm paces the 
reader, emphasizes points and ideas, and creates mood. Most importantly, it makes writing easier 
to access and understand. By becoming aware of rhythm and its impact on the reader, writers can 
control their writing to become more readable and best emphasize the points they want to make. 
In the example below, see how the same author as above adds rhythm to his writing.  
 

“Now listen. I vary the sentence length, and I create music. The writing sings. It has a pleasant 
rhythm, a lilt, a harmony. I use short sentences. And I use sentences of medium length. And 
sometimes when I am certain the reader is rested, I will engage them with a sentence of 
considerable length, a sentence that burns with energy and builds with all the impetus of a 
crescendo, the roll of the drums, the crash of the cymbals—sounds that say listen to this, it is 
important” (Provost).  
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and are used in different contexts. Longer sentences may be preferable in novels, when you are 
giving vivid descriptions, or in the introduction of a paper, when you are thoroughly 
investigating a fact or idea. Shorter sentences may be preferable at the end of a long paragraph to 
succinctly summarize the main idea. Additionally, consider the genre of your writing. A reader 
will not want to “meander through the thought process” in a technical document, so clear and 
concise sentences containing only salient information will be preferable. However, using too 
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not pose much risk for vitamin deficiency. Vegans should still consult with their doctors. 
Every person has their own unique health situation. 
 

Answer Key for Activity 2 
Sample answers are provided below. Note that answers will vary. 
 

1. Many may attribute the initial growth of impressionist art to the invention of the camera, 
which could capture a perfect image of the real world. This led artists to confront and 
question their art: what made a painting better or more unique than a photograph? The 
answer many artists found was the individualism of their views of the world, and this 
kickstarted a departure from neoclassical realism to impressionism. 
 

2. 


