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Directions: Identify the part(s) of the sentence that can be changed and indicate the edits that you 
would make.  

1. Jake was pretty tired. 
2. After the race, Carina was extremely famished and starving, so she scarfed down so much 

food. 
3. At this point in time for them to act rashly, it would be senseless. 
4. Studying was super helpful. The amount of time they studied helped them achieve their 

top scores. 

 

Activity Answer Key 
Possible answers are provided below. Note that answers will vary.  
 

1. Intensifier: “pretty”  
Jake was exhausted, and he fell asleep in the front row of class.  

This above revision removes a generic intensifier that doesn’t add much to the 
sentence and replaces “pretty tired” with one word that conveys more meaning 
(“exhausted”). It also provides additional description to show Jake’s exhaustion.  

2. Redundant words: “famished” and “starving”; intensifiers: “extremely” and “so much”  
After the race, Carina was famished, so she scarfed down three plates of spaghetti. 

The words “famished” and “starving” have the same meaning, so it’s unnecessary 
to say both. The two intensifiers do not add meaning to the sentence, and it would 
instead be preferable to show Carina’s starvation by describing how much she ate. 

3. Unnecessary prepositional phrases: “at this point,” “in time,” “for them”  
Acting rashly would be senseless.  

Eliminate the unnecessary wordiness created by too many prepositional phrases. 
Replace “it” with the idea in the introductory phrase to make the sentence clear 
and concise.  

4. Intensifier: “super”; repeated ideas: discussion of studying multiple times  
Studying helped them achieve their top scores. 

The idea of studying being helpful is mentioned directly and then explained 
indirectly by saying it’s helpful. The two sentences can be combined into one. 
Also, “super” is an informal intensifier that does not add much to the idea of 
being helpful.  


