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I. Citation and price
II. Summary of the main arguments

III. Analysis and significance
IV. Relevance and intended audience
V. Methodology and sources

VI. Critique and recommendation
VII. Your name, your university
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The parts of an academic book review are explained in more depth below. Note that parts 3-5 can
be in a different order and mixed together.
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Cite the book using the citation style of your field (MLA, APA, Turabian, etc.). List the current
price of a new copy.
8.,,*/9 1 54":*$2 (/;.,"25&
After reading the book, summarize the main arguments that the author made throughout their
work. Usually, they will explicitly state these arguments in their introduction along with the
outline of the organization; with this information, write a sentence or two that restates their
argument. If necessary, provide some context for the argument. However, this section is not a
full summary of the book. An academic book review provides the main ideas, and since
published book reviews typically have a limited word count, the summary should remain brief.
(2*<9&$& *2+ 8$;2$1$)*2)"
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Were there illustrations or tables of statistics? How was the arrangement and organization of
chapters? Were notes or a bibliography included? You don’t have to answer all of these
questions, just include what you think is important.
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though Limerick argues that the west was a location and not the
process Turner described, she argues that the history that began
during westward expansion hasn’t ended, especially not its
consequences. She emphasizes this point by ending each
chapter with a connection to the 1980s, which was present-day
during her writing.

Limerick’s book is organized by topic, and she chose
each chapter with a misconception in mind that she
subsequently takes apart and reassembles with new insight and
information. Since the conquest of the ‘West’ began, settlers
and the future generations have held a stance that they were
innocent victims attacked or injured by misfortune, Native
Americans, or the climate. However, Limerick argues that
western historians and America as a whole need to face the
moral complexities of western expansion. Her first chapter is
titled ‘the Empire of Innocence’ due to America’s belief that
they did nothing wrong, but Limerick complicates the narrative
of victimization by bringing into focus the destruction of the
land along with the displacement and death of the peoples
already here. As Americans populated the West, they filled the
role of both “victim and villain” (p. 54).

Another facet of the western myth is the rugged
individualism that has been romanticized in fiction frequently
and is referred to fondly in some previous historiography: the
determined pioneer, the independent farmer, and the lone
cowboy. However, Limerick provides evidence of the exact
opposite to the persistent belief that the Americans in the west
were free from the federal government. The federal government
played a substantial and essential role in westward expansion,
especially with appropriating Native American land in many
different ways and redistributing it to white settlers. Along with
that aid, Limerick points out that the self-reliant settler is also a
myth. No one succeeded without other people; that assistance
was sometimes from community, but frequently from the
government. Farmers, miners, settlers, prospectors, and every
budding industry were all subject to the same factors of
dependence, which she lists as “capital, nature’s good behavior,
transportation, markets, and a labor supply” (p. 124).

Throughout The Legacy of Conquest, Limerick
references Turner’s claims in his frontier thesis, but she also

“Limerick’s book is
organized by topic…”
indicates to the reader that
the next section discusses the
organization and layout of
the book so they know what
to expect.

The phrase “...and
reassembles with new
insight and information”
indicates the significance.
The phrase “...but Limerick
complicates the narrative…”
also indicates the
significance.

This paragraph begins with
context.

The phrase “provides
evidence of the exact
opposite to the persistent
belief” signals to the reader
that the author is bringing
something new to the
scholarship.
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bringing a new perspective with her collection of secondary
sources. The Legacy of Conquest is an important addition to
western historiography due to Limerick’s ability to not only
reassess much of the scholarship prior to her and her successful
debate with the long shadow of Turner’s ‘frontier thesis.’
However, Limerick also created an engaging read with the
personal stories of people who epitomize the topic of the
chapter or are important to the lasting narrative. Beginning each
chapter with a personal narrative eases the reader into the hard
truths until she ends the chapter with examples of how the topic
extends into the modern age.

Because of Limerick and other scholars who have
examined western history in the 1980s, there has been much
needed contribution to the field in the following decades up
until the 2020s. Because of the added scholarship, this book
might not be well-suited for a student looking for a complete
survey of western history, but Limerick’s titular argument is
vitally important when coming to terms with and understanding
the history of America and its westward expansion. No student
in American classrooms should go without being exposed to
the topics Limerick compiled in her book, and certainly should
not claim to know American history without recognizing that
there is still a legacy of conquest that many Americans ignore.

Alex Zvargulis R., San José State University

the book, words and phrases
like “succeeded,” “important
addition,” “engaging read,”
and “eases the reader” show
a positive opinion of the
book.

This paragraph pulls
together the critique,
intended audience, and
recommendation.
The phrase “...this book
might not be well-suited for
a student…” includes
intended audience and
recommendation.

The book review ends with a
final argument for why the
book is important and its
significance.
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Read each sentence. Identify what part of an academic book review it falls under: summary of
argument, analysis, significance, relevance, intended audience, methodology, sources, critique,
or recommendation. Not every letter will correspond with a sample sentence.

1. Eric Foner’s monograph, A Short History of
Reconstruction (2014), demonstrates why he is one
of the most formidable experts on Reconstruction
and shows the depth and scope of his scholarship.

2. One of Foner’s main goals is to counter the
damaging, misleading, and long-dominant
historiography of Reconstruction that paints
Reconstruction as a failure due to the

A. summary of argument
B. analysis
C. significance
D. relevance
E. intended audience
F. methodology
G. sources
H. critique
I. recommendation




