
Editing Your Paper: The Basics, Fall 2021. 1 of 5

San José State UniversityWriting Center
www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
Written by Kristina Tran

������� ��	
 ���
� ��� ������
When you are in the final stages of revising your paper, it can be difficult to figure out where to
start. This handout aims to help provide structure when you reach this stage of writing.
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To triage is to assign degrees of urgency to something. It’s most often used in the medical field,
but it can also be applied to identifying issues in your writing. Triaging your work will help you
identify what to tackle first and help you prioritize, especially when you are in a time crunch.
Major Issues vs. Minor Issues
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Antibiotics destroy or inhibit the growth of microorganisms, including bacteria, and
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Thesis: With proper supplementation and personal health awareness, a vegan diet can be just as
healthy (if not healthier) than a standard diet.
Body Paragraph 1: Elderly life-long vegans exist.
Body Paragraph 2: Plant-based foods help remedy low fiber intake problems.
Body Paragraph 3: Nutrient and vitamin deficiencies can be fixed with supplements.
Body Paragraph 4: Any improperly planned diet could have vitamin deficiencies.
Body Paragraph 5: Vegans tend to eat less saturated fat and cholesterol.

Answer Key for Activity 1
The rapid evolution of bacteria is best observed in the evolution of bacteria in response to the
introduction of antibiotics. Antibiotics destroy or inhibit the growth of microorganisms,
including bacteria, and they were hailed as a revolutionary cure-all wonder drug when medical
practitioners first began to start using them in the 1940s (Rogers & Kadner, 2019). However,
these high expectations for antibiotics have led to a paradoxical situation where they have been
so overused that many antibiotics have lost their potency (Evolution of Antibiotic Resistance,
2001). This is due to the nature of Darwin’s theory of natural selection; those bacteria susceptible
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