San José State University Writing Center
www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
Written by Cassia Homann

Misused Words: Onto vs. on to

Onto, on, and to are prepositions of direction. (See our handout on “Prepositions of Direction.”)
People commonly mistake the usages of “onto” and “on to.” However, if people know the
meanings of these prepositions, they can avoid confusion.

“TO”
1) Use “to” as a preposition to describe the direction of movement toward a destination.

Example: I ran to the store.
Example: She hurried to the meeting.

2) Add “to” before a verb when a verb is in the infinitive form.
Example: She loves to laugh.

Example: Sarah’s mom told her to smile.
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Examples: The ball landed on the roof.
The ball landed onto the roof.

“Onto”
Use “onto” as a preposition to describe the direction of an object moving toward a surface.

Example: She set the box onto the table.
Example: The children hurried onto the bus.
One trick to check if “onto” is correct is to see if “on” can replace “onto.”

Example: | set the box onto the table.

In this sentence, “onto” is correct because using “on” and “to” separately would mean the
sentence could read, “I set the box on in the direction of the table.” But the box was not set in the
direction of
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Answer Key for Activity

onto
onto
on to
onto
onto
onto
onto
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