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Verbs: Modals

Modal verbs (modals) are verbs that add the meaning of logical possibility, ability, necessity,
and permission to verbs, which have a degree of strength from stronger to weaker. Modals come
before infinitive verbs and the “to” is removed. Modals do not need to match their subject in
plural agreement, so there is no need to add an “-s” or “-es” ending to a modal. Modals will often
be seen in sentences that are predicting a future possibility, describing an ability, giving advice,
making requests, or asking for permission. The nine most common modals are can, could, shall,
should, will, would, may, might, and must.

Common Modals

Modals Examples

Must (Most Certain) The dark clouds must mean rain today.
Will Due to the news, the stock will go down.
Would The chemical would help the experiment.
Should The case should prevent cracking.

May This change may improve the results.

Can Being careless can have bad consequences.
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In the first example, the modal is “may.” It is placed before the subject “I” because it is written
in the question format (not as a statement as we’ve seen in previous examples). “May” indicates
a strong formality and makes a request to use the restroom. In the second example, the modal is
“can.” It is placed before the subject “you” and indicates a more casual request for you to throw
the ball.

Activity

Part |

Identify whether the sentence is describing logical possibility, ability, necessity, or permission.
Some sentences can be identified as more than one or have multiple uses.

You might win the lottery, but the chances are low.

Alona can start a fire in five minutes.

Hyunh should get braces.

Can | move out next week?

Navya could run a mile in 11 minutes.

May | get my grade tonight?

It could rain tomorrow.

| can eat this cotton candy in three seconds.

Yang should catch his flight tomorrow if he arrives at the airport early.
10 They must complete their parts of the assignment, or we will fail.
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